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Canon t-l System
The system bui l t  around the F-1,  f rom i ts  in i t ia l
stages, is designed to satisfy al l  possible photo-
graphic needs. Both versat i l i ty and variety were
pr ime concerns for ,  Canon's  p lanning and
design ing staff . The system's ten thousand
component parts were al l  bui l t  wi th a degree of
accuracy which the complete interchangeabi l  i ty
of the system requires. Furthermore, tests have
demonstrated that the rel iabi l i ty of  the Canon
F- 1 and its accessories is to an extent as of yet
unmatched by any other product in the photo-
graph ic  industry .  The F-  1 's  accessor ies,  inc lud ing
powerfu I motor drive systeff is, a unique Servo
EE F inder ,  the  Booster  T  F inder  fo r  d im l igh t
s i tuat ions,  the F i lm Chamber 250 and the
incomparable F D series of interchangeable
lenses, lend the versat i l i ty to the F-1 that makes
the F- 1 and al  l -embracing photograph ic system.
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Four Main Accessories I  Canon Booster  T  F inder  w i th  e lec t ron ic  t imer  fo r  insu f f i c ien t
l igh t  photography

I  Canon Servo EE F inder for  shut ter  pr ior i ty  EE photography
I  Canon Motor  Dr ive  Un i t  and Motor  Dr ive  MF fo r t imer  photog-

raphy and high speed photography.
r  Canon F i lm Chambe r  25O f  or  shoot ing 25O f  rames
Unmanned photography  is  poss ib le  in  combina t ion  o f  these
accessones.

*For detai ls, please refer to pages 49-52.
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Welcome to the large family of wel l  sat isf ied F-1
owners. The F-+, olong with i ts seem ingly
endfess array of features and accessories for use
in the home, the laboratory or for professional
work, is the product of many years of studious
research coupled with the development of
Canon's superior camera technology. The Canon
F-1 epi tomizes the h igh qual i ty  and per formance
standards that Canon pr ides i tsel f  in.  We at
Canon hope that you make the most of your
new F- 1 and have many rewarding experiences
with your F-1 system.

B e f o r e U s i n g . . ,
Please read this instruct ion booklet thoroughly,
fami l iar iz ing yoursel f  caref  u l ly  wi th  the F '1 ,
master the basic functions of the camera
complete ly  and you wi l l  be ready to fu l ly  ut i l ize
you r  new F -1 .
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" i i t u d r  
U d l g

r Type: 35mm single-lens reflex camera with focal plane shutter. Picture i ize:24 x 36mm.
r ldterchangeable Linses: Canon FD series lenses with aperture signal lever. FL and R series
of lenses are also compatible.
r  Standard Lens:  canon Fo 55mm f / l .2  S.S.c. ,  FD 50mm f /1.4 S.S.c. .  or  FD 50mm f /1.8
S.C.
r Viewfinder: Removable pentagonal prism viewfinder. Interchangeable with Servo EE
Finder, Booster T Finder, Speed Finder, Waist-Level Finder.
r Viewfinder Attachmenti: Angle Finders A2 and B, Magnifier R, Dioptric Adjustment
Lenses, Eyecup R, Rubber Eyepiece Ring.
. foilr ing Sir."n, Fresnel 

' lehs, 
standa-rd f_o,cusing glass w,ith split- image/microprism range-

findel-ind Eigfrt ottrer interchangeable types. With metering beam-splitt ing condense_r'
r Field-of-V-i ew: 97"/o of actuaf pciture area. 0.77X magnification with standard 50mm lens at
in f  in i ty .
i f infoer Information: Meter needle and aperture needle, outside shutter speed coup.ling
range indicator, stopped-down metering and battery check, shutter speed scale, metering l imit
marks.
i 

-bioptri. 
Adjustment Lenses: Viewfinder with lensless ring (R-1); interchangeable with

n+5, 
-i+2,-n+i.5, 

R+t, R+o.s, R0, R-0.5, R-2, R-3, and R-4. diop^tric adiustment lenses'
i Mirroi, Ouick return mirior witfr shock-abiorbing mechanism.'Possible to lock mirror in
up-position, requiring manual operation of the aperture.
r. Lens Mount: Canon breech-lock FD mount.
r Function: FD lenses; Full aperture metering, automatic diaphragrn operation. FL lenses;
S topped 'downmete r i ng ,au toma t i cd iaph ragmopera t i on 'R lenses ;s topped -downmete r l ng '
manually operated diaphragm.
I 

-Siiuiie., '  
Focal pldne s6utter using a super thin titanium screen. Designed for elimination of

functioning noise. Possible to lock shutter release button.
f Sf,uitJi"SpeeO Oirt, With shutter scales and ASA fi lm speed scales. Two coupling pinsfor
setting attachments are provided.
. Sfrit ier Speeds: B, 1'-1 '2OAO. Multiple series. Equiinterval index. X contact at "60"'.
I Film Speed Scale: ASA 25-3200
r Self-Tiher: Built- in. Activate with shutter release button. Approx. 10 sec' t ime lag'
r Exposure Adjusting Mechanism: Built- in. Using a CdS photocell. Coupled to shutter speeds,
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f i lm speeds and f/stop. Match needle type, TTL full aperture metering mechanism. Central area
metering systern, measures 12% of the picture area. Stopped-down metering possible.
Stopped-down lever and index. Locking of the lever possible.
r  Exposure Meter  Coupl ing Range:  With ASA 100 f i lm,  EV 2.5 ( t l1 .2at  1/4 sec.) to EV 18
l f /11 at  1/2000 sec.) .
I Meter Battery: One1.35V mercury battery.
I Battery Checker: Built- in.
r TTL Full Aperture Metering System EE: Servo EE Finder and Battery Case in
combination. Full aperture metering with FD lens.
r Ultra-low ll lumination Metering: Metering possible with ASA 100, between EY 15 lf/22 at
1/60 sec.) and EV -3.5 (f/1 .2 at 15 sec.), and with use of the Booster T Finder.
I Synchronized Flash: FP and X contact. Automatic time lag adjusting type.
I Flash Socket: On body side.
I Accessory Shoe: Flash Couplers D, L.
r Canon Auto Tuning (CAT) System: Diaphragm control by recharge completion signal and
focusing distance signal. Proper aperture is determined with the buitt-in mirror by using the
Speed-lite 133D, Flash-Auto Ring A2/Bz, Flash Coupler L and the prescribed FD lens. 

-

r Synchronizing Range: FP class: 1|2OOO-1 1125 sec. and 1/30 sec. or slower. Speedlite: 1/60
sec, or slower. M, MF class: 1/30 sec. or slower.
I  F i lm Loading:  Wi th mul t is l i t  f i lm spool .
r Film Winding: Short-stroke windihg possible. Single operation 139o winding lever. Play:
30-
I Film Rewinding: Performed by rewind button and crank.
r Multiple Exposure: Possible by operating fi lm rewind button.
I Back Cover: Removable for Film Chamber 250.
r Bottom Cover: Removable for a Motor Drive Unit or Motor Drive MF.
r Frame Counter: Additive. self-resetting type activated by opening back cover.
I  S i ze :  99 .5x  146 .7  x  49 .5mm (3 -15 /16 "  x5 -3 /4 "  x  1 -15 /16 " )
r  Weight :  Body:  8459 (1 lb .  13-13/16 ozs.) .  Wi th FD 50mm f /1.4S.S.C.  Lens:1,1509
(2 lbs.  8-9/16 ozs.) l

Subject to change without notice.
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Follow these simple steps
for

l{ormal photography:
I  louo the f i lm. (See pages 15-17.)

2 Set the ASA fi lm speed. (See page 25.)

3 Wind the fi lm advance lever. (See page 18.)

4 Remove the lens cap.

t 0
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5 Look through the viewfinder and focus.
(See page 31 .)

6 Compose the picture.

n
H
tq
@l

7 Determine the exposure wi th bui l t - in meter.
(See pages 26-28.1

I Press the shutter release button gently.



lt|ercury Battery Loading and Checking
The bui l t- in exposure meter of the Canon F-l functions

only when the mercury battery is properly loaded-

l lnsert a coin into the groove of the battery
I compartment cover and turn i t  to the left  to remove

the cover.

I  Insert the battery into the compartment negative pole
E f irst.

!  Replace the compartment cover and turn to the r ight
u to t ighten.

a Before insert ing.the battery, wipe off f ingerprints or

r ins on the battery poles with 'a dry cloth. Unclean
poles may cause corrosion and damage the camera.
I A 1.35V H-D mercury battery should be used - a

Mal lory  PX-625 or  Eveready EPX-625 is  recommended.

Do not use 1.4V mercury batteries.
I Be sure to insert the battery in the correct direct ion.

Otherwise,  the meter  wi l l  not  funct ion proper ly  and the

cover cannot be screwed'in.
I  1f the camera wil l  not be used for an extended length

of t ime, the battery should be taken out of the battery

compartment to prevent possible damage to the termi-

nals from battery corrosion.
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Battery Check
check the mercury battery after roading it. Especiaily
when loading a new battery, be sure to check the power
leve l .

I  set the f i lm speed scare at ASA 100 and the shutterI speed dial at "2OOO". To set the f i lm speed, l i f t  up the
outer r ing on the shutter speed dial and turn. (See page
25.1
r A positive check
used.

I Turn the meter
r. the camera near
index mark.

cannot be made i f  other sett ings are

switch, si tuated on the back side of
the f i lm rewind crank, to the ,,C,,

I When using the camera, be sure to turn the meterT switch to "ON".

-l.ylLi:!.:.1r.
I
t
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F i l m  R e w i n d i n g  C r a n k

S a f e t y  S t o P P e r

F i l m  I n s e r t i n g  S l i t

T a k e - u P  S P o o t

F  i l m  A d v a n c e  S p r o c k e t

Posi t ion in which f  i lm is  p laced in camera
(emuls i f ied surface facing towards the lens)

Leader part  of  the f i lm

C a r t r i d g e  C o m P a r t m e n t
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Film loading
The Canqn F-1 accepts  any s tandard 35mm f i lm ro l l  in  a
day l ight  load ing car t r idge.  Be sure not  to  load f i lm in
d i rect  sun l ight .

I  Pu l l  up the f i lm rewind crank as far  as poss ib le  whi le
I  press ing the safety  but ton.  The cover  wi l l  then open.

I  Open the cover  fu l ly .  P lace the f i lm car t r idge in  the
6 f i lm compar tment  so that  the emuls i f ied sur face wi l l
face the lens when the f i lm is  unwound as i l lus t ra ted on
page 14.  Push the f i lm rewind crank down.  The crank
fork  wi l l  s l ip  in to  the f i lm car t r idge.  In  case the crank
does not  fu l ly  re turn,  turn  i t  s l ight ly  to  the le f t  or  r ight .

t  Pu l l  the f i lm out  f rom the car t r idge and inser t  the
u f i lm t ip  in to  the s l i t  o f  the f i lm take-up spool .

I

I

r5



I  Turn the f i lm advance lever  and wind the f i lm around
' l  

the f i lm take-up spool .

E Check to insure-that the teeth of both the take-up
d spool and the f i lm advance sprocket are engaged by
the per ferat ions in  the f i lm.

f,  Close the back cover. l f  the f i lm is sagging, the
u cartr idge wil l  r ise and the back cover wil l  not close,

I Leave the lens cap on and take two blank shots, each
f t ime turning the f i lm advance lever and releasing the

shutter. The frame counter wi l l  advance from the "S"

mark lo ".".  With one more advance, the camera wil l  be

ready for the f irst shot.

Memo Holder ,
The memo holder on the camera's back cover is useful
for keeping data l ike f i lm speed, location, shooting. For
example, after tearing off the part of the f i lm box which

specif ies the type of the f i lm being used, i t  can be

inserted into the memo holder as a constant reminder.

www.butkus.us



Checking Correct Fi lm Loading.
The f i lm is  proper ly  loaded and advanced i f  the f i lm
rewind crank rotates when you wind the f i lm advance
lever. l f  the f i lm rewind crank does not rotate, take out
the f i lm and re load.

Setting the Film Speed
When loading the f i lm, be sure to set the f i lm speed scale
at  the proper  pos i t ion.

Repacking a Bulk-Loaded Fi lm
l f  you are us ing f  i lm that  has not  been wound
commerc ia l ly ,  be sure to  t r im the t ip  o f  the lead
between perforat ions.

b

I

I
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Film Winding
The f i lm advance lever  winds the f i lm,  cocks the shut ter ,

and prepares the diaphragm and mirror for the next

shutter release al l  in one motion.
1 Turn the f i lm advance lever  unt i l  i t  s tops '  The f i lm
I wi l t  be advanced one frame and the shutter cocked'

The frame counter is simultaneously advanced to the

next  number .
When the shutter release button is pressed, the mirror

f l ips up, the diaphragm closes down to the preset

f/stop and the shutter operates. The advance lever can

then be wound for the next frame'
r Be sure to set the shutter lock lever at "A"'

I  Wind ing may '  be accompl ished by moving the lever

with several short strokes.
I l f  the shutter does not function, check to make sure

the winding process is completed as the shutter wi l l  not

funct ion un less wind ing is  completed.

r 8
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Frame Counter
Each wind ing wi l l  advance the number  o f  the f rame
counter ,  ind icat ing the number  o f  p ic tures taken.  When
the back cover  is  opened,  the counter  automat ica l ly
returns to the start ing posit ion "S".

Safety Device for Shutter
When the shutter lock lever around the shutter release
button is turned to the "L" posit ion, the shutter button
is  locked and wi l l  not  move.  Th is  dev ice is  espec ia l ly
useful in preventing an accidental shutter release of a
wound camera.

Attaching the Cable Release
The optional Canon Cable Release can be attached to
the F-1 by screwing i t  in to  the threaded ho le  in  the
center of the shutter release button. Even i f  the shutter
lock lever  is  a t  the "L"  pos i t ion,  the shut ter  wi l l  operate
when using the cable release.

r9



Shutter and Aperture Adiustment
Exposure is adiusted by the shutter speed and the

aperture. The shutter speed controls the exposure t ime

and the aper ture cont ro ls  the amount  o f  incoming l ight .

Shutter Speed Dial
Adjust the shutter speed by turning the shutter speed
dial to the desired speed as indicated by the numbers on
top of the dial.  The dial cannot be turned between
"2OOO" and "8". The numbers on the shutter speed dial
correspond to shutter speeds between 1|2OOO of a
second and one second counting counterclockwise on
the d ia l .  The ' ' '3 '1  pos i t ion,  ind icat ing bu lb  exposure,  is

used when making exposures of more than one second.
Thus, when set at "B", the shutter remains open as long

as the shutter release button is depressed.
I Be sure to set the dial at one of the cl ick-stop
posit ions. At the "8" posit ion, adjust ' i t  to the white dot
jus t  be low "B" .
I  When i t  is necessary to make a t ime exposure, f i rst set
the shutter speed dial at "B". Keep the shutter release

button depressed and turn the t ime lock lever to "L".

Thus,  the shut ter  wi l l  remain open even i f  the f inger  is

removed from the button. When the lever is returned to
"A", the shutter closes.
r  T ime exposure is  a lso poss ib le  by us ing a lockable

cable release.
I l t  is possible to perform extended exposures of up to

?0
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Aper tu re  R ing
'Apertu re
Sca le

Coup l ing  P in  to
F lash -Au to  R ing

A 2 l B 2

30 seconds by using the optional Booster T Finder, a
super sensit ive meter f inder for measuring subjects under
d im  l i gh t .
t  The "60" posit ion is the X synchronization speed,
the highest shutter speed which can be used with
electronic f lash units such as the Canon Speedli te, and
the fastest shutter speed at which the entire f i lm area is
exposed at once. Although 1/60th of a second does not
seem to be a really fast shutter speed, the effective
exposure t ime is equivalent to a f lash oI 1/1000th of a
second or faster. This speed al lows the extreme
quickness of the electronic f lash to expose the entire
f i lm .

Aperture
Incoming l ight  and depth-of - f ie ld  are ad justed by turn ing
the aperture r ing to the desired f/stop.
A number  sca le ,  which has become the in ternat iona l
standard, has been devised to express the size of the
aperture in relat ion to the focal length of the lens
whereby the aperture size is divided by the focal length
of the lens unti l  the numerator of the result ing fract ion
is reduced to one. Thus, the magnitude of these fract ions
is inversely related to the size of the aperture, i .e.,  a
larger  number  on the sca le  s ign i f ies  a  smal ler  aper ture
whi le  a  smal ler  number  s ign i f ies  a  larger  aper ture.  S ince
both c i rcu lar  area and l inear  d imension are invo lved in
the computat ion o f  th is  sca le ,  an aper ture,  usual ly
termed a ful l  f /stop, is one-half or twice as large as the
adjacent apertures indicated by the scale.

2 l

, , A "  M A r K
( fo r  EE
photography)

EE Lock
P i n



r The aperture r ing of most Canon FD lenses is
equipped with cl ick-stops for ful l  and 112 f lstops, but
can be set between these click-stops.
t The maximum aperture of a lens may not be one
included by the international standard. l f  i t  is not, the
second f/stop wil l  not designate an aperture one-half as
small  as the f irst f /stop.
I The relat ion between the aperture and the amount of
l ight entering, using f /2 as the base, is as fol lows:

f/stops*:
1 . 2  1 . 4  1 . 8  2  2 . 8  3 . 5  4  5 . 6  I  1 1  1 6  2 2
Exposure Rat io :
3  2  1 . 2 5  1  1 / 2  1 1 3  1 1 4  1 1 8  1 1 1 6  1 1 3 2  1 1 6 4  1 1 1 2 8
*f/stops 

on the international scale are in heavy type.

Presetting of Aperture
Set the aperture ring to the desired f/stop. The
diaphragm wil l  close to the set f /stop only for the
instant that the shutter is released. Thus, for example,
with FD lenses, the subject can always be seen through
the viewfinder at the ful l  aperture opening even after
the f/stop has been set by the aperture ring.
The FD lens has only one aperture r ing. When this lens is
mounted on an F-1 or FTb camera body, the diaphragm
can be operated manually by pushing the mult i-purpose
lever. The aperture can then be closed down to any
desired f/stop by turning the aperture r ing. When the
lever is reset to i ts original posit ion, the diaphragm
returns to i ts maximum opening.
22

FD 50mm f / l . 4  S .S .C .

I

Automat i c /Manua l
Aperture Lever
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FD 35mm f /3 .5  S .C .

Manua l  Aper tu re
Lock Lever

Manual Control of Aperture
The manually operated aperture is used for checking the
depth-of-f ield when the aperture is stopped-down and
also when performing close-up photography and macro-
photography.
r When an accessory is to be used between the lens and
the camera body, push the automatic/manual aperture
lever of the lens counterclockwise al l  the way before
mount ing the lens.  Th is  locks the lever  and the aper ture
is set for manual operation. For releasing the lever, push
it clockwise. With the use of this lock, photography
using a manually operated aperture can also be
per formed wi th  o lder  Canon s ing le- lens- re f lex  cameras.
r  In  the case of  the lens which has a manual  aper ture
lock lever ,  turn  the automat ic  aper ture lever  o f  the lens
counterc lockwise a l l  the way and set  the manual
aper ture lock lever  a t  the "L"  pos i t ion before mount ing
the lens.  Th is  manual  aper ture lock lever  locks the
automatic aperture lever and the diaphragm can be
opened or closed by turning the aperture r ing. For
releasing the lever, return the manual aperture lock
lever  to  the or ig ina l  pos i t ion a t  the whi te  dot .
I  When using the lens attached in a reversed posit ion to
the macrophoto coupler for macrophotography, set the
automatic aperture lever of the lens in the posit ion for
manual operation, attach the macrohood of the macro-
photo coupler to the rear of the lens, and turn the
breechlock mount  r ing unt i l  i t  locks.
I Refer to page 38 concerning depth-of.f ield.

23
Automat i c /Manua l
Aperture Lever



Using the Built-in Exposure Meter
The Canon F-1 prov ides the most  accurate  l ight  measure-

ment  poss ib le  wi th  i ts  un ique TTL (Through-The-Lens)

system.  The bu i l t - in  exposure meter ,  which is  o f  match

needle  type,  is  coupled to  the shut ter  speed d ia l  and

preset  aper ture r lng.
The CdS photoce l l  o f  the exposure meter  is  p laced in  the
pos i t ion c losest  to  Ihe beam-spl i t t ing condenser  lens.

The central area metering system enables accurate

measurement  o f  the main sub ject  even in  back l ight ing

condi t ions.  The rectangu lar  f  rame in  the v iewf  inder

represents the l ight measurement area of the CdS
photoce l l .  P lace the main sub ject  w i th in  th is  f rame and

measure the in tens i ty  o f  l ight  so as to  obta in  the proper

exposu re.
r  The correct ion o f  the fu l l  aper ture opening of  the

lens is  per formed automat ica l ly .  Therefore,  the opera-

t ion does not change regardless of the speed of the lens

used.  An FL lens can be used on ly  wi th  s topped-down
meter lng.
I  Due to  the character is t ics  o f  the CdS photoce l l ,  the

movement  o f  the meter  needle  may occas ional ly  be

s low  a t  l ow  l i gh t  i n tens i t i es .
r When not using the camera, set the meter switch at
"OFF" or attach the lens cap so as to prevent

unnecessary consumption of the mercury battery.
I  Meter ing a t  t '8"  on the shut ter  speed d ia l  is  not
poss ib le  wi th  the bu i l t - in  exposure meter .

24
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Film Speed Setting
Set  the f i lm speed accord ing to  the ASA of  the f i lm
being used.  The ASA of  a  f i lm is  normal ly  shown on the
f i lm box cover  or  exp lanatory  sheet .  L i f t  and turn the
f i lm speed r ing which is  around the shut ter  speed d ia l .
The ASA number  o f  the f i lm wi l l  appear  in  the window
on the shut ter  speed d ia l .
The r ing cannot  turn  any fur ther  counterc lockwise than
"25" .  On the other  hand,  i t  cannot  turn  any fur ther
c lockwise than the green dot ,  which ind icates ASA
3200.
I  The fo l lowing f i lm speeds may be used:

(32) (40) (64) (80) 025) (160) (2s0) (320) (500) (640)
ASA 25 50 100 200 400 Boo
D I N  1 5  1 8  2 1  2 4  2 7  3 0

(16) (ri) (19) (20) (22) (23) (25) (26) (28) (29)
(r000) (1250) (2000) (2s00)

1 6 0 0  3 2 0 0
3 3  3 6

(31) 132; (34) (3s)

(F igu res  in  pa ren theses  rep resen t  i n te rmed ia te  f i lm
speeds. )
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Exposure Settings
Full Aperture Metering
Full  aperture metering can be performed with FD lenses

which have an aperture signal lever and pin.

1 Set the meter switch at "ON".
I

? Set the shutter speed dial at the desired speed.
L

I  Face the camera towards the subject, look into the
u viewfinder, and check the needles in the meter

reading window.

I Turn the aper.tu're r ing unti l  the meter
t the aperture metering circle in the

adjustment cannot be made, a dif ferent
must be used.
I The meter needle is coupled to the f i lm and shutter

speeds and moves vert ical ly according to the brightness

of the subject. The meter needle moves downward when

the shutter is set at high speeds and upward when i t  is

set at low speeds. When the shutter is set at a slow speed

outs ide the coupl ing range (s lower  than 1/2  sec.  w i th

ASA 100 f i lm) ,  the meter  window turns red,  and

metering wil l  become impossible even i f  the aperture is

changed. When the window turns red and metering

cannot be performed, use high-speed f i lm or the optional

Booster  T F inder .  Refer  to  "Coupl ing Range of  Bu i l t - in

Exposure Meter" on page 29.
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r Select a faster shutter speed when the meter needle
swings al l  the way up, and a slower speed when i t  swings
al l  the way down.
I  The aper ture meter ing c i rc le  is  coupled to  the
aperture r ing of the FD lens. The movement range of the
aper ture needle  ins ide the meter  reading window changes
accord ing to  the lens speed.  Thus,  i t  w i l l  not  a lways
move ver t ica l ly  the fu l l  length o f  the meter  reading
window.
t  T i re  "A"  mark on the aper ture r ing is  used wi th  the
Servo EE F inder  or  the Canon EF camera on ly .
I  l f  you prefer to set the f/stop f irst,  turn the shutter
speed dial and. bi-sect the aperture metering circle with
the meter needle.
r Since the shutter speed dial cannot be set at
intermediate posit ions, the shutter speed priori ty
method is recommended when exposure accuracy is a
crucial factor.

Stopped-Down Metering
When us ing a lens,  such as an FL-ser ies  lens,  which does
not have a ful l  aperture metering system, stopped-down
meter ing should  be done.  Stopped-down meter ing is
executed by pushing the mult i-purpose lever towards the
lens. The lever can be f ixed in this posit ion by pressing i t
towards the lens after sett ing the lock lever at the "L"
posit ion. l f  the lock lever is returned to the white dot

250

Proper ly
Ad jus ted

M e t e r i n g  L i m i t  M a r k
(Over -exposure  s ide)

Meter  Need le

S p l i t - i m a g e /
M i c r o p r i s m
Rangef inder

M e t e i n g  L i m i t  M a r k
(Under -exposure  s ide)

I

27



posit ion, the stopped-down lever wil l  return to i ts
or ig ina l  pos i t ion.
1 Set the meter switch at "ON".
I

? Set the shutter speed dial at the desired speed.
L

I  Face the camera towards the subiect, look into the
u viewfinder and press the stopped-down lever towards
the lens. The aperture metering circle wil l  disappear
from view and only the meter needle wil l  remain in the
meter window.
I Turn the aperture r ing unti l  the meter needle appears
T in the meter.
I  l f  you prefer to set the f/stop f irst,  the adjustments
can be made with the shutter speed dial.
r  Because the FD lenses have a ful l  aperture system
wi th  which to  fu l ly  compensate the bu i l t - in  exposure
meter, i t  is best to use ful l  aperture metering with an FD
lens. When performing stopped-down metering, be sure
to close down the apertu re to f  12.8 or further.

How to "Average" Exposures
When measuring a subject inf luenced by greatly dif ferent
l ight intensit ies, take two measurements, one each of the
darkest and l ightest parts, and obtain the average value
for the two readings. Then, set the f/stop or shutter
speed at this average value.

2 8
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Coupling Range of Built-in lxposure Meter

At g iven f  i  I  m speeds,  the bu i l t -  i  n
exposure  meter  coup les  w i th in  the
f/stops and sutter speeds as indicated
in  the  char t  a t  the  r igh t .  For  example ,
when us ing  the  Canon FD 50mm f  11 .4
S.S.C.  lens  a t  ASA 100,  the  exposure
meter  coup les  fu l l y  w i th in  the  range o f
EV 3 ,  f  11 .4  a t  114 o f  a  sec .  ( the  f  i r s t
number as read of f  the row labeled
"ASA 100 " )  t o  EV  18 ,  t l 11  ( read  o f f
the bottom row) at 1|2OOO of a sec.
(again read of f  the "ASA 100" row,
but  th is  t ime read the  las t  number ) .
Thus ly  the  f  i r s t  number  o f  a  row ind i -
cates the longest  shut ter  speed possib le
at  a g iven f  i lm speed wi th the aperture
fu l l y  open wh i le  the  las t  number
denotes the f astest shu tter speed
possib le wi th the f /s top used being
read f rom the bottom row as the
number d i rect ly  under the fastest
shut ter  speed.
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F i l m
Speed Shut te r  Speed

ASA 25 1
1

2

1

4

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
I 1 5 30 60 125 250 500 10002000

ASA 50
1

2

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
4 I 1 5 30 60 125 250 500 1000 2000

ASA 100
1 'l 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
4 8 1 5 30 60 125 250 500 1000 2000

ASA 2OO
1

8

1

1 5

I

30
1

60

1

1 2 5

1

250

1

500

1

1000

1

2000

ASA 4OO
1

1 5

1

30

1 1 1 1 1 1
60 125 250 500 1000 2000

ASA BOO
1 1 1 1 1 1 1

30 60 125 250 500 1000 2000

ASA 1600
1

60

1

125

1

250

1

500

1

1000

1

2000

ASA 32OO
1

125
1

250
1

500
1

1000
1

2000

M i n i m u m

f /s top
f 122 il22 tl22 il22 f 122 il22 i l22 il22 f  1 1 6 t  1 1 1 f t 8 il,"6



l|olding the Camera
Hold the camera f ir lnly to take a clear picture. Hold the
camera e i ther  in  a ver t ica l  or  hor izonta l  posi t ion,  look
through the viewfinder, and focus. Then press the
shutter release button gently. The fol lowing techniques
are important to remember:

1 Hold the camera snugly in both hands. The camera
I should be pressed f irmly to your cheek or forehead.

7 When the camera is in a horizontal posit ion, both
L elbows should be f irmly pressed against the body. At
least one elbow should be resting against the body when
the camera is in a vert ical posit ion.

? Hold your'breath and press the shutter release button
u with a smooth, steady stroke. Otherwise, you will
have a blurred picture.

t l t  is best to use a tr ipod and cable release when using
.t 

slow shutter speeds.

5 When taking pictures against the l ight, always use a
l,  lens hood.
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Viewing and Focusing
Focus ing  is  per fo rmed in  the  smal l  round area  in  the
center  o f  the  v iewf inder .  The smal le r  cen t ra l  c i rc le  i s  a
sp l i t - image f  ocus ing  screen and around i t  i s  the  mic ro-
pr ism r ing .  The sp l i t - image rangef inder  ascer ta ins  tha t
t he  image  i s  " i n  f ocus "  when  the  image  d i v i ded  ho r i zon -
ta l l y  in  ha l f  matches  and becomes one comple te  image.
The mic ropr ism rangef inder  p resents  a  c lear  and s teady
image when in  focus .  The mic ropr ism conveys  a  b roken,
sh immer ing  image when no t  accura te ly  in  focus .  l t  i s
a lso  poss ib le  to  focus  w i th  the  mat te  sc reen ou ts ide  the
smal le r  cen t ra l  a rea .  You can focus  w i th  e i ther  o f  these
focus ing  a ids  as  you  l i ke ,  depend ing  on  t he  sub jec t
cond i t ion  and your  p re fe rence.
I  A  cu rved  l i ne  may  some t imes  be  v i s i b l e  i n  t he  l owe r
par t  o f  the  v iewf inder  accord ing  to  the  ang le  o f  the
incom ing  l i gh t .  Th i s  i s  a  re f l ec t i on  o f  t he  beam-sp l i t t i ng
m i r ro r  o f  t he  condense r  l ens  i n  t he  TTL  l i gh t  measu re -
ment  sys tem.

Viewf inders
The Eye-  Leve l  F  inder  can be  removed and in te rchanged
wi th  o ther  v iewf  inders .  To  remove the  F  inder ,  pu  l l  i t
towards  the  backs ide  o f  the  camera  wh i le  p ress ing  the
two stopper but tons on both s ides of  the F inder.  To
at tach  a  f  inder ,  s l  ide  i t  in  f  rom the  rear  o f  the  camera
so tha t  the  a t tachment  ra i l s  o f  the  v iewf  inder  a re  leve l
w i th  the  camera  body .  Push i t  a l  I  the  way in .  l t  w i  l l

3 l
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lock in  p lace wi th  an audib le  c l ick .
ln terchangeable v iewf inders  that  can be used inc lude:
the Booster  T F inder ,  Servo EE F inder ,  Speed F inder
and Wais t -Level  F inder .  (See page 52. )

Focusing Screens
The focusing screen inside the f inder box can also be
interchanged. The standard focusing screen has a spl i t-
image/microprism screen rangefinder. There are eight
other  types of  screens ava i lab le .They are the micropr ism
rangef inder ,  sp l i t - image,  a l l -mat te ,  mat te /sect ion,
microprismllarge aperture lenses, microprism/small
aper ture lenses,  mat te /sca le  and double  cross-ha i r
ret icule types. (See page 53.)
The focusing screen can be l i f ted out by insert ing a
f ingernai l  into one of the two notches on the rear edge
of the focusing screen and prying upwards. Remove the
focus ing screen f rom the f inder  box by p ick ing i t  up by
its metal l ic edges.
To inser t  a  focus ing screen,  face the prot rud ing par t  o f
the screen toward the front of the camera and insert i t
under  the meta l ic  l ip  on the camera body s ide.  Then,
press down on the rear end of the focusing screen so that
i t  drops in to  a  hor izonta l  pos i t ion.
Whi le  inser t ing a  new focus ing screen,  i f  you put  the
previous screen down, place i t  upside down to prevent
the focusing screen side from being marred by foreign
part icles.
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Diopt r i c  Ad j  us tment  Lenses :

R - 4 ,  R - 3 ,  R - 2 ,  R - O . 5 ,  R O ,

R + O . 5 ,  R + 1 .  R + 1 . 5 ,  R + 2 ,  R + 3

Dioptr ic Adjustment Lenses
The screw- in  type d iopt r ic  ad justment  lenses are
in terchangeable.  A.  g lass less r ing is  a t tached to  the
v iew f i nde r  wh i ch  has  a  power  o f  - 1 .2  d i op te rs ,  wh i l e
ten other  k inds of  d iopt r ic  lenses are ava i lab le  as
optional attachments. The diopters of these lenses are
adjusted so le ly  for  use wi th  the F-1.  Thus,  the d iopters
of the lenses are not " lr t)e" to their markings when the
lenses are used by themselves, but are "tn)e" to their
mark ing when the lenses are taken in  con junct ion wi th
the camera.
I  D iop t r i c  ad jus tmen t
Magni f ier  R is  a t tached
I  Diopt r ic  ad justment
the Angle  F inders  42
adj ustabl e.
Angle F inder  A2 and B
Canon angle  F inders  A2 and B can be at tached to  the
eyepiece for  copy ing,  macrophotography,  and photo-
micrography.
Magnif ier R
The opt iona l  Canon Magni f ier  R can be at tached to  the
v iewf inder  eyepiece of  the F-1 which magni f ies  the
rangef inder section for accurate focusing. Because i t  can
be f l ipped up and locked,  the ent i re  f ie ld-o f -v iew can
easi ly be viewed after focusing.
Eye Cup R
After  tak ing of f  the s tandard Rubber  Eyepiece Ring,  the
cover ing type Eye Cup R can be at tached to  the d iopt r ic
ad justment  r ing.
I  When at tach ing the Angle  _Finder  or  Magni f  ie r ,  33
take of f  the Rubber  Eyepiece Ring.

lenses can a lso be used when a
to  the v iewf inder  eyepiece.
lenses should  be removed when
and B are a t tached,  which are



Film Rewinding
When the f i lm reaches the end and the f i lm advance lever
stops, rewind the f i lm into the cartr idge as soon as
poss ib le .  l f  you force the f i lm advance lever  a f ter  the
f i lm reaches i ts  end,  the f i lm may become detached f rom
the car t r idge spool  or  tear ,  making rewind ing imposs ib le .
Be sure not to open the back cover before rewinding.
Otherwise,  the ent i re  ro l l  w i l l  be exposed and ru ined as
the exposed f i lm is  uncovered wi th in  the camera.

I Press the f i lm rewind button found on the bottom of
r  the camera.  Once the f i lm rewind but ton has been

pressed, your f inger may be removed from it .

I  Raise the f i lm rewind crank,  turn  i t  c lockwise as ind i -
E cated in the photo at r ight by the arrow and rewind
the f i lm in to  the car t r idge.  When the f i lm rewind but ton
stops revo lv ing and rewind ing res is tance becomes l ight ,
s top rewind ing.  The f in ish o f  the f i lm rewind ing wi l l  be
not iced by the rewind ing no ise s topped.

I  Open the back cover .
r,

I  Pu l l  up the rewind knob fu l ly  and remove the
T cartr idge.
r  The f i lm rewind but ton wi l l  pop out  automat ica l ly
when the back cover  is  opened.
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Uses of lenses
Changing Lenses
I  B. sure to unlock the stopped-down lever. l f  the lever
I is pressed or is locked, a red dot appears inside the

camera mount. The automatic/manual aperture lever, at
the back end of the lens, cannot be connected to the
coupl ing on the camera body and the aper ture wi l l  not
funct ion.

I Remove the dust cap of the lens by turning the
c breech-lock mount r ing clockwise.

I Al ign the red dot on the breech-lock mount r ing with
u the red dot on the camera body direct ly und6r the
Pentaprism. Engage the lens with the camera and turn
the Breech-Lock Mount  Ring c lockwise to  lock the lense
in place.

I To remove the lens from the camera body, turn the
T Breech-Lock Mount  Ring counterc lockwise unt i l  the
two red dots are re-al igned, then disengage the lens from
the body.



Lens Signal Coupling
Aperture Signal Lever:

'The Aperture Signal-Lever transmits the f/stop of the
automatic aperture to the camera body. l t  is on a
one-to-one movement basis with the aperture through
lever  manipu la t ion.  When the aper ture r ing is  set  a t  the
"A"  mark for  EE photography,  the aper ture s igna l  lever
is  d isconnected f rom the aper ture r ing.  The aper ture
opening can then be set  automat ica l ly  by the Servo EE
Finder .  The aper ture s igna l  lever  has a safe ty  dev ice so
that  the lever  is  set  to  the s tar t ing pos i t ion when the
breechlock mount r ing is turned to the attached posi-
t ion.
Fu l l  Aper ture S ignal  P in
The Ful l  Aper ture S ignal  P in  re lays the lens 's  maximum
aperture to the meter. This compensates for the meter
deviat ion of the open aperture metering.
Automatic/Manual Aperture Lever
The Automat ic /Manual  Aper ture Lever  funct ions to
stop-down the aperture to the preset posit ion. Clamp
i t  to  the r ight  s ide fu l ly  for  manual  operat ion o f  the
aperture.
EE Lock Pin
The EE Lock Pin is a protective pin used to prevent the
aperture of the lens from moving to the "A" mark ac-
c identa l ly .  To set  the aper ture o f  the lens a t  the "A"
mark,  turn  the aper ture r ing whi le  pushing down the EE
lock p in .  To d isengage f rom the "A"  mark,  turn  the
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Distance Scale I  n f ra red  I  ndex

aper ture r ing,  aga in  pushing down the EE Lock p in .
EE Switch Pin
When the aper ture r ing is  set  a t  the "A"  mark for  EE
photography, the lens can be attached only to the F-1 or
EF camera. l f  the lens is be attached to cameras other
than these, i t  cannot be set at the "A" mark.
Distance Scale
The distance scale indicates the distance between the
focused subject and the f i lm plane. The scale is necessary
for  check ing the depth-of - f  ie ld ,  for  f lash and for  in f rared
photography. The exact reading from the distance scale
is at the center of each number.
lnfrared Mark "."
The infrared mark "." is used to make the necessary
adjustments to the camera for infrared photography.
The correction of the distance scale is required in
infrared photography because the focal point diviates
s l ight ly  f rom the one in  ord inary  photography.  Focus
f i rs t  in  the ord inary  manner ,  then ad just  the d is tance
scale  to  the " . "  mark impr in ted in  red.  For  ins tance,  i f
the distance scale reads 10m after focusing, merely shif t
the 10m mark to  the " . "  mark.  The pos i t ion o f  the " . "
mark on the F-1 is  based on us ing f i lm wi th  a  maximum
sensi t iv i ty  o f  800nm such as a  Kodak lR 135 f i lm and a
Wratten 87 f i l ter.
F i lm Plane lnd icator
The f i lm p lane ind icator  is  used in  the case when
focusing is done by actual measurement. Measure the
dis tance f rom the f i lm p lane ind icator  and set  the
measured distance on the distance scale. 37
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Depth-of-Field Scale
The depth-of-f ield scale indicates the distances from the
camera in which the photograph's subjects wil l  be in
sharp focus on the f i lm.  For  example,  i f  the lens used is  a
50mm lens and the subject has been focused at a distance
of  3m (10 ' ) ,  w i th  an f /8  va lue,  read of f  f rom the sca le  on
ei ther  s ide o f  the ind icator  (orange l ine) .  The depth-
of - f ie ld  is  f rom approx imate ly  2 .3m (g, )  to  4 .3m ("14 '1 .
f  f  the aper ture is  c losed down to  f  116,  the p ic ture wi l l
become sharp between 1.9m (6 ' )  to  7 .6m (25, )  f rom the
camera. Basical ly, the smaller the f/stop, the greater the
distance of the subject from the camqra; or, the shorter
the lens focal length, the deeper wil l  be the depth-
of-f ield. On the other hand, the larger the f/stop, the
nearer the subject to the camera; or, the longer the lens
foca l  length,  the sha l lower  wi l l  be the depth-of - f ie ld .
In the case of Canon FD lenses, you can see the actual
sharpness. through the viewf inder by pressing the
stopped-down lever.

S0mm Lens f/8

Depth-of- f  ie ld 2.3-4.3m (8 ' -1 4 ' )
Focused  a t  3m (10 ' )

50mm Lens f / l6

Depth-of- f  ie ld 1 .9m-7.6m (6 ' -25' l
Focused  a t  3m (10 ' )
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FD Lens Mount  (FL and R Ser ies  Lenses)
Al l  Canon FD and FL lenses can be used wi th  the Canon
F-1 ,  excep t  t he  FLP  38mm f  12 .8 .
I t  is  a lso poss ib le  to  a t tach and use a l l  the R lenses for
Canonflex use. However, as the preset aperture me-
chanism d i f fers ,  i t  i s  necessary  to  use manual  d iaphragm
contro l .
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Interchangeable Lenses FD/lL
The Canon p-t i i  ahighly versati le camera system with a wide range of interchangeable lenses from
7.5mm to 1200mm. These,  together  wi th  the 180 ava i lab le  accessor ies ,  inc lud ing the Motor  Dr ive
Uni t ,  Motor  Dr ive MF,  Servo EE F inder ,  Booster  T F inderand F i lm Chamber2SO, make poss ib le

al l  kinds of photography. Select the interchangeable lenses and accessories that meet your needs.

1 .  F i sh -eye  7 .Smm f /5 .6  S .S .C .
2 .  F i sh -eye  FD 1Smm f /2 .8  S .S .C .
3 .  F D  1 7 m m  f / 4  S . S . C .
4 .  FD 20mm f /2 .8  S .S .C .
5 .  F D  2 4 m m  f / 1 . 2 t  S . S . C .  A S P H E R I C A L
6. FD 24mm f /2.8 S.S.C.
7 .  FD 28mm f /2  S .S .C .
8 .  FD 28mm f /2 .8  S .C .
9 .  FD 35mm f /2  S .S .C .

10 .  TS  35mm f /2 .8  S .S .C .
1 1 .  F D  3 5 m m  f / 3 . 5  S . C .
12 .  FD 50mm f /1 .4  S .S .C .
1 3 .  F D  5 0 m m  f / 1 . 8  S . C .
14 .  FD 50mm f /3 .5  S .S .C .  (Macro )
1 5 .  F D  5 5 m m  f / 1 . 2  S . S . C .
1 6 .  F D  5 5 m m  f / l . 2  S . S . C .  A S P H E R I C A L
1 7 .  F D  8 5 m m  f / l : 2  S . S . C .  A S P H E R I C A L
1 8 .  F D  8 5 m m  f / 1 . 8  S . S . C .
19 .  FD 100mm f /2 .8  S .S .C .
20 .  FD 1Oomm f /4S .C .  (Macro )

F D  1 3 5 m m  f / 2 . 5  S . C .
F D  1 3 5 m m  f / 3 . 5  S . C .
FD 2o0mm f /2 .8  S .S .C .
FD 2o0mm f /4 S.S.C.
FD 30omm f /2 .8  S .S .C .  FLUORITE
FD 300mm f i5.6 S.C.
FD 400mm f /4.5 S.S.C
FD 600mm f /4.5 S.S.C.
FD 8o0mm f /5.6 S.S.C
FD 2B-SOmm f /3 .5  S .S .C .
FD 35-7Omm f  12.8-3.5 S.S.C.
FD 80-200mm f  14 S.S.C.
FD 100-20Omm f /5 .6  S .C .
FD 85-300rnm f /4.5 S.S.C.
FL  300mm 115 .6  F  LUORITE
FL 500mm f /5 .6  FLUORITE
FL 40Omm f /5.6
FL 600mm f /5.6
FL 800mm f /8
F  L  12o0mm f /1  1  S .S .C .

2 1 .
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27 .
28.
29.
30.
3 1 .
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37 .
38.
39.
40.

Al l  Canon FL and R Lenses can be used wi th  the F-1,  except  the FLP 38mm t12.8.



Lens Hood
When attaching the lens hood to the lens, al ign i t  with

the bayonet r ing on-the lens and turn i t  clockwise. With
some exceptions of standard and wide angle lenses, a

lens hood can be stored in the camera case. When you do
th is, put the lens hood on the lens in an inverted
posit ion, al ign i t  with the bayonet r ing and turn in a

counterclockwise di rect ion.
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Synchronizing Flash Unit
The Canon F-1 is designed so that two systems of f lash
photography can be used with i t  the match needle
type semi-automat ic  f  lash photography,  us ing the Canon
Speedl i te 133D or  an ordinary synchronized f lash
photography uni t .

To  connect  the  Speed l i te  133D,  s l ip  the  F lash  Coup ler  L
onto the accessory shoe whi le remember ing to lock in
place the Flash Coupler  L by turn ing the rubber-encased
bar  found on  i t s  back .  S l ide  the  f lash  un i t  in to  the  F lash
Coupler  L f rom the rear .  At tach the Flash Auto Ring 42
or Bz to the lens,  insu r ing that  i t  locks in p lace by
turning i t  counterc lockwise so that  the at tachment cord
is on the r ight  s ide of  the lens.  F inal ly ,  connect  the
attachment cord to the base of the 133D.
r  The Canon Auto Tu ning (CAT) System can be

Contact  for
CAT System

C a n o n  S p e e d l i t e
Type Sy nchron ized

Shutter  Speeds

F lash

FP class (#A, Press 26) 11125 or faster
1 /30  or  s lower

M class (M3, #5, Press 251 1/30  or  s lower

MF cras' f*ot] iflfi3;', 1/30  or  s lower

Electron ic
F lash  Un i t

Speedl i te 1 /60  or  s lower

Sync.
Contact  for
Flash U n i t



connected to  the FD 50mm f11.4 S.S.C. ,  FD 50mm
f / l . 8  S .C . ,  FD  35mm f  12  S .S .C .  o r  FD  35mm f / 3 .Smm
S.C.  lenses which have a f lash adapter  coupl ing p in .
I  When us ing an ord inary  f lash un i t ,  or  a  Speedl i te
other  than the 133D,  inser t  the F lash Coupler  D in to  the
irccessory shoe. Attach the f lash unit to i t  and connect
the cord to the f lash socket of the camera. The Flash
Coupler D has a direct-couple contact to which a
direct-couple type f lash unit can be attached.

Deciding the Exposure
In the case of the Canon Auto Tuning System, the
power level of the Speedli te 133D is continuously
transmitted to the meter circuit  of the camera. Thus, the
correct exposure can be decided as fol lows: First set the
meter switch to "oFF-FLASH" and the shutter speed at
"60". Set the distance so that the meter needle in the
meter reading window moves. Then turn the aperture
ring unti l  the aperture meter circle is bi-sected by the
meter needle.
In al l  other cases, exposure is decided by dividing the
guide number  o f  the f lash un i t  by  the focus ing d is tance.
The X syncronization speed of the Canon F-1 is 1/60 of
a second.
t A lens hood should be used when taking f lash
pictu res.
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Multiple Exposures
When more than one exposure of the same subject or
dif ferent subjects are printed in the same frame, i t  is
ca l led mul t ip le  exposure photography.  In  answer  to  the
demands for  th is  type of  mechanism,  Canon des igned
the F- l  w i th  th is  opt ion.

I  Take a f i rs t  photo and depress the f i lm rewind but ton
I on the camera's body. Even i f  you remove your f inger
f rom the rewind but ton,  the but ton wi l l  remain
depressed.

,  Advance the f i lm rewind lever .  Then take a second
h photo.
l f  you repeatedly fol low the above procedure, you can

take as many p ic tures as you 'd  l ike  wi th  the same f rame

of  f i lm.  When you have taken mul t ip le  exposures,  each

time you cock the f i lm advance lever, the frame counter
wi l l  advance by one.
When do ing mul t ip le  exposures,  the f /s top must  be

adjusted. There are two methods of adjustment, one by

us ing the ASA adiustment  r ing,  the o ther  by ad iust ing
the aper ture manual ly .  When proceeding by us ing the
ASA adjustment  r ing,  mul t ip ly  the number  o f  exposures
to be performed by the ASA value of the f i lm to be

used,  then set  the ASA adjustment  r ing to  the va lue of

the resu l t ing product .  For  example,  i f  you ' re  us ing ASA
100  f i lm  and  t ak ing  f ou r  mu l t i p l e  exposu res ,  mu l t i p l y
100 by 4 to get 400. Then set the ASA adiustment r ing
to  400.  l t  is  best  to  s tar t  mul t ip le  exposure
photography with your darker subjects, and end 45
wi th  the l ighter  sub ject .



Using the Self-Timer
I  Wind the f i lm advance lever .
I

I  Turn the mul t i -purpose lever  counterc lockwise unt i l
3 it stops.

t Depress the shutter release button. The shutter wi l l
u be released approximately 10 seconds later.
r Be sure to wind the f i lm advance lever. Otherwise the
sel f - t imer  wi l l  ac t  but  the shut ter  wi l l  not  be re leased.
I The stopped-down lever can be used in a normal
manner even after the self-t imer is cocked.
I The self-t imer' lever can be used as the stopped-down
lever  as soon as i t " is  re turned to  i ts  or ig ina l  pos i t ion.
I  l f  the se l f - t imer  lever  is  set  whi le  the mi r ror  is  in  an
up-posit ion, the mirror is released. Therefore, always
reset the mirror in the up-posit ion after sett ing the
self-t imer.
I  l f  the self-t imer lever is turned halfway, the shutte
button is locked and doesn't  work. l t  doesn't  get out o
order, because the shutter button wil l  be released after
cont inu ing to  turn  the lever  complete ly .
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Removing the Bottom and Back Covers
The bottom cover can be removed for use of the Motor
Dr ive Uni t  and the Motor  Dr ive MF.  When removing the
bottom, take off the battery compartment cover and l i f t
the bottom off.  The back can be removed for attaching
the F i lm Chamber  250.  When removing i t ,  push down
the pin of the hinge.

V i e w f i n d e r  R e l e a s e
a

I  nterchangeable Viewf i  nders
Attaching Guide Groove

Bu t ton  fo r  In te rchang ing  Boos te r  T  F inder /
Servo  EE F inder /
Speed  F  inder /
Wa is t -Leve l  F  i nde r

Back  Cover /F i lm  Chamber  A t tach ing  Gu ide  Groove

Bottom Cover SafetY StoPPer

F i t -  W lnd ing  Coup le r  fo r  Mo to r  Dr i ve  Un i t ,  and /o r
Moto r  Dr i ve  MF

Contac ts  f  o r  con t ro l l i ng  Servo  EE F inder
w i th  comb ined  use  o f  Mo to r  Dr i ve  Un i t ,  and /o r  Mo to r  Dr i ve  MF



Fixing the Mirror Upwards
In performing super-telephoto or photomicrography, the
Canon F-1 can be operated with the mirror locked in the
up-posit ion after the picture has been composed in the
v iewf inder .  To lock the mi r ror  in  the up-pos i t ion,  push
the stopped-down lever towards the lens and the lock
lever to The aperture is now stopped-down and
cont ro l led manual ly .
I  The mir ror  can be locked independent ly  f rom f i lm
advance and shutter speed operations.
r  When the mir ror  is  locked in  the up-pos i t ion,  SLR
viewing is not possible, distance must be estimated by
eye, and the 1|2OOO second shutter speed cannot be
used.
I When the mirror is locked, keep the lens covered i f
you are not  us ing the camera.  The f i lm wi l l  somet imes
become foggy i f  the lens cap is left  unattached.
I After the mirror lock device has been used, be sure to
return the mi r ror  lock lever  to  i ts  or ig ina l  pos i t ion.
Fa i lure  to  do th is  wi l l  resu l t  in  inexact  focus ing.
r  When the or ig ina l  model  Canon FL 19mm f /3 .5  lens
is used, the mirror should be f ixed in the up-posit ion.
Use of the special viewfinder made for this lens becomes
necessary.

www.butkus.us



$



Motor l|rive System and Power System
1 .  M o t o r  D r i v e  M F

D e v e l o p e d  a s  a  s i s t e r  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  M o t o r  D r i v e  U n i t  w h i c h  h a s

a l r e a d y  b e e n  h i g h l y  p r a i s e d  b y  p h o t o g r a p h e r s  e v e r y w h e r e ,  t h e

M o t o r  D r i v e  M F  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  f o r  e a s i e r  o p e r a t i o n  w h i l e

k e e p i n g  a l l  m e c h a n i s m s  a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  p e r f o r m a n c e  l e v e l

p o s s i b l e  i n  o r d e  r  t o  f  u  l f  i l l  t h e  n e e d s  o f  n e w s  a n d  s p o r t s

p h o t o g r a p h e r s .  T h e  M o t o r  D r i v e  M F ' s  c o m p a c t  d e s i g n  a l s o

m a k e s  i t  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  u s e f  u l  f  o r  s c i e n t i f  i c  r e s e a r c h .

I t  e n a b l e s  y o u  t o  t a k e  3 . 5  p i c t u r e s  p e r  s e c o n d  a n d  i s  t o t a l l y

c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  f u l l  l i n e  o f  a c c e s s o r i e s  f o r  t h e  C a n o n  F - 1  ,

e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  F  i l m  C h a m b e  r  2 5 O ,  S e r v o  E E  F  i n d e r  a n d  I n t e r v a l

T i m e r  L .
2 .  Motor  Dr ive  Un i t

T h e  M o t o r  D r i v e  U n i t  i s  a  p r e c i s i o n  m a d e ,  e l e c t r i c a l l y  p o w e r e d ,

f i l m  a d v a n c e  a p p a ' r a t u s  w h i c h  m a k e s  p o s s i b l e  n o t  o n l y  a  w i d e

r a n g e  o f  p h o t o g r a p h y  w i t h  t h e  t i m e r ,  b u t  a l s o  s h o r t  i n t e r v a l

p h o t o g r a p h y  o f  t h r e e  e x p o s u r e s  p e r  s e c o n d .  T h e  t i m e r  c a n  b e  s e t

a t  s e v e n  i n t e r v a l s  u p  t o  6 0  s e c o n d s  a n d  e n a b l e s  u n m a n n e d  E E

p h o t o g r a p h y  w h e n  j o i n t l y  u s e d  w i t h  t h e  S e r v o  E E  F i n d e r .  l t  i s

e a s i l y  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  c a m e r a .

3 .  F i lm Chamber  25O

T h e  F i l m  C h a m b e r  2 5 O  i s  a n  e x c l u s i v e  l o n g - l e n g t h  f i l m  r o l l

m a g a z i n e  d e s i g n e d  t o  h o l d  a t  c a p a c i t y  2 5 0  e x p o s u r e s .  M a d e  t o

g u a r a n t e e  s i n g l e - f  r a m e  e x p o s u r e s ,  w i t h  t h e  c o m b i n e d  u s e  o f  t h e

M o t o r  D r i v e  U n i t  o r  t h e  M o t o r  D r i v e  M F ,  i t  i s  e f f e c t i v e  f o r

s h o o t i n g  s p o r t s  e v e n t s  a n d  c o p y i n g  d o c u m e n t s .

4. Battery Case D

5. Battery Case

T h e  B a t t e r y  C a s e  h o l d s  a n  e x t e r n a l  p o w e r  s o u r c e  a n d  i s  u s e d  f o r

50

www.butkus.us



the power dr ive accessor ies:  Motor Dr ive Uni t ,  Servo Finder and

Booster  T Finder.  This versat i le bat tery case can use the Battery

Magaz ine  15V conta in ing  1O pen l igh t  ba t te r ies  o r  Bat te ry
Magaz ine  12V conta in ing  8  pen l igh t  ba t te r ies .

6. Battery Connector MD
The Bat te ry  Connector  MD is  used fo r  connect ing  the  Motor
Dr ive Uni t  to the Battery Case. Without  th is connector ,  the
Motor  Dr ive  Un i t  cannot  be  used.
7. Battery Checker
The Battery Checker MD is used for  checking the power level  of
the bat tery.  l t  is  connected to the cord of  the Battery Connector
M D .
8. Cord 12V 2E
The Cord 12V 2E is used for  connect ing the Servo EE Finder to
the Battery Case or the Battery Connector  MD.
9. Cord 6V 28
Th is  cord  is  used fo r  connect ing  the  Booster  T  F inder  to  the
Battery Case.
10. Remote Switch MD
The Remote  Swi tch  MD wi th  a  5  meter  (16  foo t )  long  cord  is
used fo r  photograph ing  w i th  the  Motor  Dr ive  Un i t .  l t  i s
connected to the Battery Connector  MD. Single f rame and
cont inuous photography are possib le wi th i t .
11.  Fi lm Loader 25O
The F i lm Loader  25O is  a  f i lm w ind ing  dev ice  used to  load bu lk
f i lm in to  the  F i lm Magaz ine  25O fo r  the  F i lm Chamber  25O.
12. Fi lm Magazine 25O
The F i lm Magaz ine  250 is  fo r  the  F i lm Chamber  25O.  l t  can  ho ld
a maximum of  250 exposures.



l|iewfinder System
1.  Servo  EE F inder
The Servo  EE F inder  i s  an  EE,  in te rchangeab le  v iewf inder ,
wh ich  coup les  to  the  fu l l  aper tu re  meter ing  mechan ism o f  the
FD lenses .  l t  p rese ts  the  proper  f / s top  au tomat ica l l y  w i th  shut te r
speed pr io r i t y .

2. Booster T Finder
The  Boos te r  T  F i nde r  w i t h  i t s  bu i l t - i n  t ime r  i s  used  f o r  p rec i se
exposu re  read ing  down  t o  60  sec .  unde r  ex t r eme l y  d im  l i gh t
cond i t ions .  Meter ing  range is  f  rom EV 1  0  f f  122 a t  1  12  sec . l  to
E V  - 3 . 5  f f 1 1 . 2  a t  1 5  s e c . )  w i t h  A S A  1 0 0  f  i l m .

3. Speed Finder
The Speed F inder  i s  an  ex t remely  versa t i le  v iewf inder  used fo r
a l l  k inds  o f  photography ,  f rom over  head shots  to  copy  work .
Th i s  v i ew f i nde r  can  be  changed  i n t o  an  Eye -Leve l  F i nde r  o r
Wais t -Leve l  F inder  by  s imp ly  ad jus t ing  the  rear  sec t ion  o f  the
opt ica l  sys tem.  The eye po in t  o f  the  Speed F inder  i s  loca ted
60mm in  back  o f  the  eyep iece .

4.  Waist-Level  Finder
The  Wa is t - Leve l  F i nde r  i s  an  i n t e r changeab le  v i ew f i nde r  w i t h
bu i l t - i n  5X  magn i f i e r  g l ass .  Th i s  v i ew f  i nde r  i s  ve r y  e f f ec t i ve  f o r
low pos i t ion  photography  and fo r  focus ing  in  copy  work .
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5. Angle Finder B
The Ang le  F inder  B  is  a  r igh t  ang le  a t tachment  tha t  p resents  an

exac t  read ing  o f  the  en t i re  f ie ld  o f  v iew.  l t  i s  very  conven ien t  fo r

copy  work ,  c lose-up photography  and shoot ing  a  sub iec t  f rom a
low  ang le .

6 .  Ang le  F inder  A2
The  Ang le  F i nde r  A2  i s  a  s imp l i f i ed  ve rs i on  o f  t he  Ang le  F i nde rB
which shows an erect ,  but  reversed image.

7 . Focusing Screens
Nine types  o f  focus ing  screens  are  ava i lab le :  Focus ing  Screen A
(m ic rop r i sm  t ype ) ,  B  ( sp l i t - image  t ype ) ,  C  (a l l -ma t t e  t ype ) ,  D
(mat te /sec t ion  type)  g  (sp l i t - image/mic ropr ism)  ,  F  (mic ro-

pr ism/ la rge  aper tu re  lenses) ,  G (mic ropr ism/smal l  aper tu re
l ense ) ,  H  (ma t t e / sca le )  and  |  ( doub le  c ross -ha i r  r e t i cu l e ) .  Usua l l y ,
t he  F -1  i s  so l d  w i t h  Focus ing  Sc reen  E .

8. Dioptric Adjustment Lenses
Fou r  k i nds  o f  i n t e r changeab le  d i op t r i c  ad ius tmen t  l enses  f o r
nears igh tedness  and s ix  k inds  fo r  fa rs igh tedness  are  ava i lab le :
R -0 .5 ,  R -2 ,  R -3  and  R -4  f  o r  nea rs i gh tedness ;  R  0 ,  R+0 .5 ,
R + 1 ,  R + 1 . 5 ,  R + 2  a n d  R + 3  f o r  f a r s i g h t e d n e s s .  T h e  F - 1  c o m e s
equ ipped  w i t h  t he  s tanda rd  l ens less  R -1  r i ng .

9. Magnif ier R
The  Magn i f i e r  R  i s  used  f o r  magn i f y i ng  t he  f ocus ing  sc reen  so
tha t  an  accura te  focus  can be  ob ta ined.  l t  can  be  a t tached to  the
eyep iece  o f  t he  Eye -Leve l  F i nde r ,  Boos te r  T  F i nde r  o r  Se rvo  EE
F i n d e r .

10.  Magni f  ier  Adapter S

1 1. Eyecup R
T h e  E y e c u p  R  i s  a n  e y e p i e c e  h o o d  f o r  s h i e l d i n g  o u t

a t t a c h e d  o v e r  t h e  e y e p i e c e  r i n g .

1 0

1 1 T h  i s



Flash Photography System
1. Speedl i te 133D
The Speed l i te  133D is  a  d i rec t  con tac t  e lec t ron ic  f lash  un i t  fo r

the  match ing-need le  type ,  semi -au tomat ic  exposure  cont ro l  used
in  f  lash  photography  w i th  the  F-1 .

2.  Flash-Auto Ring A,  and B,
The  F lash -Au to  R ing  A2  i s  a t t ached  when  an  FD  50mm t | 1 .8

S .C . ,  FD  35mm t12  S .S .C .  o r  FD  35mm f  13 .5  S .C .  Canon  l ens  i s

mounted.  The F lash-Auto  R ing  82  is  used fo r  the  FD 50mm
f  11 .4  S .S .C . ,  FD  35mm t12  S .S .C .  o r  FD  35mm t13 .5  S .C .  Thev
are the matching-needle type automat ic f lash photography

accessor ies which are at tached in f ront  of  the lens and t ransmit
the  d is tance s igna l  to  the  meter  c i rcu i t  o f  the  F-1 .

3.  Flash Couplers 'D and L
The F lash  Coup ler  D is  used fo r  the  ord inary  o r  d i rec t  con tac t
f lash  un i t .  When the  ord inary  f lash  un i t  i s  mounted  on to  th is
coup ler ,  i t s  cord  shou ld  be  connected  to  the  f lash  socket  o f  the

camera.
The F lash  Coup ler  L ,  wh ich  has  a  d i rec t l y  coup led  contac t  fo r

automat ic f  lash photography,  is  an accessory shoe specia l ly
deve loped fo r  a t tach ing  the  Speed l i te  133D to  the  F-1 . 2

/

C
54

www.butkus.us



0lose-up, Macrophoto graphy
and Photomicrography
1.  S l ide  Dup l ica tor
The S l ide  Dup l ica tor  i s  used fo r  dup l i ca t ing  co lo r  s l ides  or
b lack-and-wh i te  s l ides .  l t  i s  a t tached to  the  t ip  o f  the  Be l lows
F L .
2.  Bel lows F L
The Be l lows FL is  used fo r  the  ex t reme c lose-up photography .  l t
has a shoot ing distance adf  ustment mechanism and a mechanism
which couples to the automat ic d iaphragm of  the F D and F L
lens .

3. Bellows M
The Be l lows M is  a  handy be l lows fo r  macrophotography .  Th is  i s
used to at tach a Macro Lens FL 50mml t13.5,  FLM 100mm f /4,
FD  50mm f / 3 .5  S .S .C .  o r  FD  100mm f l 4S .C .  t o  t he  F -1  .

4.  Camera Holder Fz
The Camera  Ho lder  F2  is  used in  combina t ion  w i th  a  t r ipod  or  a
Copy Stand 4 f  or  macrophotography and copy work.

5.  Extension Tubes f rom 6mm to 200mm
6. Close-up Lenses
7.  Extension Tubes M5, Ml0,  M20
8. Macrophoto Coupler  FL55, FL58
9. Lens Mount Converter A
10. Lnes Mount Converter  B
1 1.  Microphoto Hood
12. Handy Stand F
13.  F  R ings  55mm,  58mm
14. Canon Releases 30, 50
15. Photomicro Uni t  F
16. Copy Stand 4
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Filters
Type

OO UV

oVl

o o l

o G l

oo NBf,

a ccBs

Absorbs only ul t ra-v io let  rays.  Especial l l  ef fec '
t ive at  ssaside, and on high mountains.  Flecom'
mended for use in color photography.

Increases contrast  of  b lack and white f i lm. En'
hances clouds, darkens the blue sky.  Br ightens
red and yel low.

D a r k e n s  b l u e ,  l i g h t e n s  y e l l o w  a n d  r e d
t i b l y .  G o o d  f b r  b o n t r a s t s  e s p e c i a l l y  i n
landscapes.

Makes strong contrasts. May also be used with
in f ra red  f i lm.

@ffi#
ffiG

Var ious types of  f i l ters,  for  d i f ferent
lens thread diameters,  are avai lable for

specia l  ef fects in both color  and
b lack-and-wh i te  photographs .  The
through-the- lens exposure measure-
ment system of Canon F - 1 does not
requ i re exposure f  actor  compensat ion
for  f  i l ters.

Effectiveness of Filters

I

percep-
d i s t a n t

R 1o
Prevents red from turning radical ly into whi te.'L ightens 

sky and' face appropr iately,  and ref lects
the l ightness of fresh gre€nery.

'ND4 
reduces  l igh t  va lues  bv  l l4 ,  ND8 bv  U8.

No effect on thb reproduction-of colors.

O SKYLIGHT Acts to harmonize the blu€ sky and shade.

o ccA4 For use with dayl ight  type f  i lm under c loudy cor i '
d i t ions.

o ccAE
F o r  u s e  w i t h  t u n g s t e n  t y p e  f i l m  i n  t h e
m o r n i n g  s u n  o r  s u n s e t .

o ccA (l2) For use with tungsten type f i lm under sunl ight .

o ccB4 For use with daYl ight  tYPe f i lm
sun or sunset.

in  the  morn ing

For use with
b u l b .
For use wi th  day l igh t  type  f i lm under  tungs ten

day l igh t  type  f i lm and c lear  f lash

o ccB (12) l i eh t .

O For black and white f i lm. O For color f i lm'
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0ther Accessories
case s  f  o r  FD 50m m t | l .8  s .c .  FD 50m m f l  1 .4  s .s .c .
Case L  fo r  FD 55mm l /1 .2  S .S.C.
Finder Dust  Cover
Lens Hood BW-55A
Lens Hood BW-558
Lens Hood BS-55
Lens Hood BS-58
Lens Hood BT-55
Lens Cap C55
Lens Cap C58
Lens Dust  Cover
55mm Close-up Lens  24O,4S0
58mm Close-up Lens  24O,450
Neck Strap 6 w/pad
Gadget Bag 4
Gadget  Bag G-1
M20 ( f f i25) Mercury Bat tery
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Multi-Purpose Lever

Lever  Lock/Mi r ror
Lock Lever

F i lm  Chamber
At tachment  lndex

Bottom Cover
Safety Stopper

Contact  for  F lash Uni t

Contact for
F lash-Auto Cont ro l

F lash Stocket

Meter Switch

Viewf inder  Eyepiece

Aperture Signal  Coupl ing Lever

Lens Speed Adjustment Pin

Stopped-Down Coupling Lever

Memo Holder

Back Cover

F i lm Rewind But ton

Dioptr ic Adjustment R ing,

5 8
Battery Compartment Tripod Socket
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Camera Body

Lens Number

Number.

Proper Care of the Camera
Mois tu re  and  dus t  a re  ha rmfu l  t o  you r  camera .  l f  you r
camera is  to  be s tored for  a  long t ime,  i t  should  be
removed f rom i ts  case and s i l ica  ge l  or  another  dry ing
agent  should  be p laced a longs ide i i :  When you use your
camera on a ra iny day or  a t  the beach,  mois ture and sa l t
spray adhere to  i t ,  which can resu l t  in  s ta ins,  rus t  and
corros ion.  Use a sof t  brush to  get  r id  o f  dust  and a sof t
dry  c lo th  for  w ip ing.
Some other  impor tant  t ips  to  remember  are:
r  In  ext remely  co ld  areas,  expose the camera to  the
ou te r  a i r  on l y  when  i n  use .  When  us ing ,  expose  t he
camera gradual ly  to  the outer  a i r  to  prevent  the lens
f rom c loud ing .
r  Do not  keep the camera in  a  hot  p lace such as a  g love
compar tment  or  the rear  window shel f  o f  an automobi le .
The  hea t  w i l l  ha rm  you r  camera  and  f  i lm .
r  Do not  expose the camera to  the sun wi thout  the lens
cap  on .  l t  cou ld  f og  t he  f i lm  o r  bu rn  a  p i n -ho le  i n  t he
shut ter  cur ta in .
r  l f  the camera wi l l  not  be used for  an extended length
of  t ime,  the bat tery  should  be taken out  to  prevent
poss ib le  damage to  the termina ls  f rom bat tery  cor ros ion.

Cleaning the Lens
Use a b lower  or  brush l ight ly  wi th  a  brush to  remove
dust  on the lens.  l f  you should  adver tent ly  get  a
f i nge rp r i n t  on  t he  l ens ,  w ipe  i n  a  c i r cu la r  mo t i on  w i t h
l ens  c l ean ing  ma te r i a l  t ha t  has  been  l i gh t l y  d i pped  i n
e i ther  pure a lcohol  or  e ther  and wraped around a match
st ic  k .

Date of Purchase

Dealer 's  Name

59



Film Rewind Button

Eyepiece Shutter Lever

Positioning Hole
for Motor Drive MA

Winder and Motor Drive Terminals

Film Advance Lever

Eyepiece

Winder and Motor Drive
Coupler Cover

Positioning Hole
for Motor Drive MA

Memo Holder

Tripod Socket
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